
WHAT IF?  AH BUT WHAT IT IS.. 
 
WHAT if we build a permanent bonsai exhibit centrally located in the 
middle of the state?  We would have an exhibit that could compare to 
California, New York and maybe to the National Exhibit in  Washington. 
 
We, who love the art of bonsai, would share the dream...In 2000 the 
prospect of building an exhibit began.  Plans to make it a part of Zilker 
Gardens moved forward, an agreement was forged, volunteers were 
clearing the land...The plans changed direction and the dream took its 
first hit. 
 
The next opportunity was with a major corporation in Austin.  They 
had land that could be leased...this moved forward and definite plans 
were put in place...but again due to circumstances beyond our control 
that opportunity evaporated. 
 
The board hired a small company that handles fundraising for non-
profits.  There was little reward and much pay-out.  With some     
thorough checking the board hired a “Grant Seeker”.  15 prospect 
foundations and grantors were selected.  The seeker closed shop.  
Members of the board attempted to outreach to these foundations.  
One member of the board volunteered to write, learn and seek the 
first grants.  During this time the board was urged to   select a goal for 
the year.  The goal was a lofty one. find land, a site for the building 
of the exhibit AND do it with-in a specific time frame. 
 
FIRST major success!!  Land was purchased, 12.2 acres, more than 
enough to build a first class exhibit.  During the last few years more 
positives happened...the board sought matching funds from the LCRA, 
Lower Colorado River Authority, for the building of a pond.  LCRA    
discontinued the program, back to square one.  With the potential for 
drought always looming and the need for flood control it was essential 
to regulate the water source.    Ah, but there is always a way...Out 
reach to a major corporation in San Antonio, Holt Cat received a posi-
tive response and that lead to the group ECAT, Earthmovers Contrac-
tors Association of Texas. 
 
They accepted the challenge of building the pond.  In exchange we 
sought out publicity, developed advertising and prepared to receive 
them with all necessities in place; temporary toilets, tents, food, com-
pensation for the individual members cost in time and travel. 
                                                continued page two>>>>>>> 
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Two board members in the know     
handled the logistics.  The actual “day-
before-the-event” ECAT pulled out. Our 
insurance was not enough, we had to 
have “Workers Compensation”. ECAT 
had never completed volunteer work for 
a non-profit and they would not or 
could not tell us.  So with all the ex-
penses put out for this event to       
happen—with the two board members 
literally standing on the property re-
ceived word that ECAT was not going to 
join them.   
 
OK, what's the phrase?: “you may be 
pushing me down BUT inside I am 
standing up”. 
 
Never seen a board member cry but...
what next?   
 
Maybe only a week or two went by and 
a new opportunity presented itself.  
There was a contract out there for bid-
ders to seek that involves  the need for 
fill dirt.  WOW...we have fill dirt, so we 
waited for the contract to be let.  
 
It did not result in the ability for the ex-
hibit to get the first built component, 
that pond.  
 
We have 8 benches, given by a gener-
ous donor, with no where to go.   We 
have a substantial collection of Bonsai, 
again given by generous donors with 
not where to go. 
 
The board had a real positive to cling to 
though—–a gift had been presented 
that gave the land, free & clear, NO 
MORTGAGE!! 
 
 

NOW, fast forward to the end of 2012.  
The board has determined that the fight 
for the pond is not over and the pond will 
happen and be in place in 2013.  
 
But a new goal must be set for 2013—–the 
board passed the resolution that the first 
structure—A BUILDING—is to be com-
pleted—the beginnings of the Reception/
Docent house must be started, first a 
shell, then the complete enclosure.  
 
As this article is being completed, literally 
the last paragraph was being crafted and 
word was received that a… 
 
CHALLENGE has been made…$10,000 is 
being put up by an anonymous donor that 
in effect must be matched by the bonsai 
community.  The money will go exclusively 
to build the first structure on the site!! 
 
Imagine, no see...the first structure for the 
exhibit.  The challenge is good for the next 
few months, the deadline is the…… 
 

LAST DAY OF APRIL, 2013 
Will you help?   

  
Will you put your faith in the Exhibit? 

 
We Texans don’t complain about distance! 

 
What's a a few hundred miles compared to 

a  thousand or more to NY or LA? 
 

This exhibit is for every person who has 
dreamed of, or seen, or created  

this precious and inspiring living art form. 
 

DONATE &  SEND TO: 
Mark your donation       building fund 

The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, Inc., / 13450 N. 
Highway 183, Suite #116 / Austin, TX 78750-

3227  OR  go to www.ttsbe.org  
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Bonsai on the International Scene for 2013 
 
21-22 January 2013: 14th Noelanders Trophy at the Centrum voor Duurzaam Bouwen, 
Marktplein 1 in Heusden-Zolder, Belgium.  http://www.bonsaiassociation.be/en/trophy.php. 
 
29-31 March 2013: European Bonsai & Suiseki Convention hosted by Fédération 
Française de Bonsaï at Audincourt, France. Details at http://www.ffb-bonsai.org/. 
 
11-14 April 2013: Tree Ring Circus: LSBF 2013 hosted by the San Antonio and Austin 
Bonsai Societies at the New Braunfels Convention Center jvmccoy@gmail.com. 
 
17-21 April 2013: BCI 2013 will be hosted by the Chinese Society of Landscape 
Architecture, Flower Bonsai & Artistic Stone Branch at Yangzhou City Slender West 
Lake Scenic Area, No. 28 Great Rainbow Road, Yangzhou, China. 
http://bonsai-bci.com 
 
19-21 April 2013: 30th Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Societies Convention at the 
Harrisburg/Hershey Holiday Inn at Grantville, PA. 
http://www.midatlanticbonsai.freeservers.com. 
 
17-20 May 2013: 26th AABC Bonsai Convention: The Australian Journey hosted by 
the Canberra Bonsai Society. webmaster@cbs.org.au 
 
19 April 2013: XVII Congresso Nazionale UBI Foggia, Italy. 
 
7-9 June 2013: International Bonsai Colloquium sponsored by International Bonsai at 
Rochester, NY, USA http://www.internationalbonsai.com/index.html. 
 
12-15 September 2013: For the Love of Bonsai: ABS Learning Seminars hosted by 
the Mohawk Hudson Bonsai Society at the Holiday Inn in Saratoga Springs, NY. 
http://www.loveofbonsai.com 
 
25-27 September 2013: WBC 2013 at Jintan, China. Details at http://www.wbff- 
2013.org/indexaction!pbviewbyid.action?pbcId=213. 
 
4-6 October 2013: American Bonsai: Re-forged & Refined hosted by Ryan Neil at the 
Portland Art 
Museum, Portland, OR. Details at http://www.artisanscupofportland.com. 
 
24-27 October 2013: 2013 Biennial South African Bonsai Association Convention 
hosted by the Eastern Bonsai Society at Johannesburg, South Africa. 
bonsai@pixie.co.za. 
 
November 2013: Shuga-ten exhibition held at Ueno Green Club in Tokyo 
Tel: 03-5685-5656) 
 
November 2013: 34th Taikan-ten bonsai exposition in the 
Kansai (west Japan) area held at Miyako-Messe in Kyoto 
 

Calendar courtesy of Alan Walker 
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TTSBE is fortunate to have 
Kathy Shaner as an     
advisor. She worked with 
those of us who have 
adopted trees at Elaine 
White's on 10/22/2012. 
Here she is discussing the 
care of a  Cedar Elm with 
Nan Jenkins.  Kathy's     
expertise is a valuable help 
in the care of these trees. 
There is so very much one 
can learn from her. 

Kathy explains the necessity of doing a 
thorough cleaning of damage to the trunk 
and the use of first; wood hardener, wood 
filler and then rock hard water putty. 

On 10/23/2012 at Terry & 
Sheila Ward's home Kathy 
is working with Collin Mur-
phy on an Ashe Juniper. 
She discusses adding   
mycorrhizal fungi to the 
soil as an enhancement 
and explained how we 
might collect it, especially 
under Nat ive Ashe     
Junipers which happen to 
be available to all of us 
since they grow locally. 

Text by Connie King & photos by Joseph McCoy 
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TTSBE volunteer "Foster Care" days happen at least once a year, under the guidance of Kathy Shaner. 
Our donated trees require care, maintenance and styling and we always need extra hands to work on 
the Bonsai (and to learn valuable techniques in the process). Contact a TTSBE board member for more 
information about joining in these free events!  
 

Here are some photos and text from the latest Foster Care day in October 2012. 
 
 

This is an example of mycorrhiza found that day. 

WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITY 
 
In the first few weeks of next year plans will be completed to have a workshop about the tech-
nique of creating Tanuki or as we westerners call it a Phoenix Graft.   
 
Shimpaku whips have been acquired and are being cared for at Elaine Whites’.  The workshop will 
probably be held are her home or possibly at the Wards’.   
 
All the deadwood needed for this workshop will be available and hands on help will be available. 
 
More information will be forth coming or contact your representative or one of the TTSBE board 
members for more information. 
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Donors of The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 
      

T H E TEXA S  S TA T E BONS A I  EXH IBI T ,  I NC 

█THANK YOU TO ALL THE DONORS WHO ARE HELPING BUILD THE PERMANENT EXHIBIT█ 

THE STAR * INDICATES 
 ANNUAL MEMBERS AND VOTING 

MEMBERS OF TTSBE. 

ANGEL 
$10,000 & up  
Alisan Clarke* 

Elizabeth & J.R. Cody, M.D. 
Cindy Ince* 

Family of Paul Pipitone 
Hal and Elaine White* 

 
Patron 

$5001— $9999  
Rev. Neal Hern*  
Kathy Shaner* 

Sheila & Terry Ward* 
 

Benefactor 
$1001— $5000  

Austin Bonsai Society* 
Bill Boytim* 
Anita Bryan 

Gordon Deeg 
Ned & Donna Dobberfuhl* 

Janice Green 
Candy & Mike Hansen 

Richard E. Hayes* 
Mary Jensen* 

Steven Hendricks* 
Chris Hewitt 

Marrianne Hollan, (Col. ret)* 
Anita & Bryce Hollingsworth 

Family of Gale Holloway 
Marty Klajnowski, (Col. ret)* 

Audrey Lanier* 
Joseph McCoy* 

Pete Parker 
Sheila & Greg Setter* 

Charlene & Joe Trochta* 
Paul & Dawn Tyler* 
Sandra & Joe Wait 

Steve White* 
Gail Williams* 

 
Contributor  
$501—$1000  

Barbara & Mike Adams 
Al Bjelland 

Bonsai Society of Dallas 
Connie & John King* 

Hannah Matthews 
 

Collin Murphy 
San Antonio Bonsai Society 
Deborah & James Van Cleaf 
 

SPONSOR 
$251—$500  

Janet & Don Campbell* 
Lucy Galbraith 
Nathan Gibson 

Jerry Henderson  
Houston Bonsai Society 

Nan Jenkins* 
John Pittenger 

Barbara Ramsey 
Zerita Rogers* 

Els Ulug* 
 

SUSTAINER 
$101—$250  
Larry Adler 
Marie Beyer 

Jim Baumann 
Irene Britton 

George Brown 
Andy Graham 
Lynn Haxton 

Hurley Johnson* 
 Laura Kether* 

Mary & Jerry Lauderdale* 
Diane Librach 

 Diane K. Lowe 
Norman Mandel* 

Linda May* 
Michael McClusky 

Katheryn & Jerry McCoy 
Helen & Carl Morimoto* 

Cheryl Owens 
Kevin & Hattie Preston* 

Mac Robinson 
Seiji Shiba, D.D.S 

Cathy & Alan Walker 
Mary Yager 
Trent Voight 

Mike Watson* 

 

SUPPORTER 
$25—$100  

Wanda Allen 
John Allison 
Marion Alsup 

Kathleen Angel 
Charlotte & Lawrence Cranberg 

Cecelia Cervantes 
Rosanna Cromwell 

Susan & David Duschatko 
Sandra Erickson* 

Nancy Waters-Gordon* 
Scout Stormcloud Hook 

Harriet S. Houston 
Pat & Charles Jackson 

Kristen & Kevin Johnson 
Timmi Kuykendall 

Larry Leone 
Virginia McPhail 

Nancy & Bill Moore 
Nelda A Moore 

 Thekla Morris, (Cdr. ret) 
Pauline Muth 

Roy Nagatoshi 
David Olguin 
Don Pearson 
Michele Peek 
Kim Praderas* 
Alan Raymond 

David Reed 
Del de los Santos 

Mary Scott 
Brandon Smith 

Jim Smith 
Ron Smith 

Michael Solberg 
Ellen Sullivan 

Julianne Sullivan 
Richard Trevino 

Ed Trout 
 Joe Tseng 

Eileen Urschel 
Irene Valdez 

Nancy Waters 
Jayne Willingham   

 
 



Austin Bonsai Society 
Els Ulug 

eulg@yahoo.com 
 

Bonsai Society of Dallas 
John Miller 

bonsaimiller@aol.com 
 

Corpus Christi Bonsai Society 
Linda May 

Lmay3@stx.rr.com 
 

Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
Gail Williams 

weetrees@aol.com 
 

Houston Bonsai Society 
Alan Raymond 

amraymond@kingwoodcable.com 
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BUSINESSES SUPPORTING THE EXHIBIT  

 
Clark Studio & Rittenhouse Square Gallery—Alisan Clarke 

Jim Barrett Bonsai Studio 
Bonsai Exotica—Joe & Sandra Wait 

Commercial Properties Consultants, Inc. 
Dancing Cat Bindery—Julianne Sullivan 

J. Pittenger Construction—John Pittenger 
Lakeview Bonsai—Elaine White 

Lawrence Construction Co.—Roger Lawrence 
MBP Bonsai Studio—Mike & Candy Hansen 
National Instruments & Dancing Cat Bindery 

No Border Studio 
Persimmon Hill Bonsai—Terry & Sheila Ward 

Plano Seminar of Arts & Sciences 
Randall’s/Safeway 

Sculptural Designs Atelier—Ned & Donna Dobberfuhl 
Rosade Studio 

Schulenberg Garden Club 
Sustainers Garden Workshop 

Texas Society of Professional Surveyors, Chapter 13—O’Neil 
Mike Ritter, ACC, Surveyor 

Turtle Island Studio—Kristen Kavanagh 
Wellfleet Industries 

Longview Bonsai Society 
Todd Davis 

bonsaitodd@cablelynx.com 
 

San Antonio Bonsai Society 
Donna Dobberfuhl 

two2views@yahoo.com 
 

Shohin Society of Texas 
Sheila Ward 

shgward@sbcglobal.net 
 

Lake Charles Bonsai Society 
Alan Walker 

awbonsai@bellsouth.net 

YOUR LOCAL TTSBE REPRESENTATIVES  



The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, Inc. 
13450 N. Highway 183, Suite #116 
Austin, TX 78750-3227 
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Make checks payable to:/Send donation to: 
 
The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, Inc., / 13450 N. Highway 183, Suite #116 / Austin, TX 78750-3227 

 
 
Name________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________ 
 
City ____________________State ____Zip_________ 
 
Telephone ______________Mobil________________ 
 
E-mail________________________________________ 
 

 
[  ]  I wish to pledge  

 
TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF     

THE POND PROJECT  
CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS 

AT 
  The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit  

 in Mustang Ridge, TX 
 

I would like to support the POND PROJECT of  
The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit with a gift of: 

 
[  ]  $25 ANNUAL membership:  

(Supporter & voting member) 
 
 
[  ]  $5001 Patron   [  ] $1001 Benefactor   [  ] $500 Contributor 
 
 
[  ] other/amount $______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Signature ____________________________________Date_____________ 

Donate now go to www.ttsbe.org 


