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President’s Message
By Simon Tse
We are always challenged with the unusually short amount of time during repotting. The
race against time is to ensure all the trees have received all the attention they need. I hope your
repotting is going well.
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Nilda, who provided such generosity and
hospitality during our third annual Bonsai dig. For those who couldn’t attend, we have yet
another opportunity for a club dig in March, please contact Brandon or myself for more
information.
Grafting will be in our March lineup. Similar to other Bonsai techniques, attention to
detail is key to success. We are honored to have Joey McCoy to elaborate on grafting: when to
graft, what to graft, how to graft and what not to graft. Bring your enthusiasm and questions to
our next meeting. I’m looking forward to another wonderful Bonsai gathering.
The calendar for the club is updated with the latest information, and we have a diverse
and exciting program with many well respected Bonsai artists. Bring a friend and join us to
celebrate the art of Bonsai.

Refreshments (pictured right)
at the club dig, with vegetarian
options!

2

February
Meeting
Chuck Ware gives
his presentation on
collecting new trees
and yamadori

(Photos by May Lau)
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Club Dig at
Realitos
These photos are
just a snapshot of
the annual club dig
at Soledad Ranch

(Photos by May Lau)
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Get Connected!

Vice President’s Message
By Brandon Baldauf
Greetings Fellow Austin Bonsai Society Members,

Join our online discussion
page! NO SPAM!
http://
groups.yahoo.com/
group/austinbonsai/
Or message Joey at:
jvmccoy@sbcglobal.com

Official Website

The harshest parts of winter are seemingly over and
spring is just on the cusp of being upon us. Watching our
world wake up from the dormant state of winter is always
something to appreciate. Practicing and understanding more
about bonsai helps me deepen my appreciation and respect
for the nature on Earth. Every day or couple of days, I take a
stroll through the family of trees and notice subtle and slight
changes as spring creeps closer and closer. Seeing the material
I collected over the last couple of months start to push out
new buds is a gratifying and fun moment.
Pictured is a Chinese Elm collected by Brandon and
Joey after Chuck's inspirational lecture about tree collecting ~
this one was about 7-8 feet tall:

Visit our website at
austinbonsaisociety.com

Facebook
Like our Facebook page
/AustinBonsaiSociety

Twitter
Follow us on Twitter
@ATXBonsai

Instagram
Follow us on Instagram
@austinbonsaisociety
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The board has finalized the 2018 schedule and are proud to publish it and make it
available in upcoming meetings. You will receive a booklet with what we have in store for our
monthly meetings and workshops. One thing that we will have to decide this year is if the Austin
Bonsai Society wants to host the Lone Star Bonsai Federation annual bonsai convention in 2021.
Personally, I am interested in the opportunity and plan to be living in Austin with my family at
that time; with this chance to host a really fun weekend, I will contribute my efforts to making
this happen. Hopefully that sentiment will carry forth and be in mind when the club members
vote this year to decide if we commit to hosting the convention or not.
Looking at photos and hearing the stories of the South Texas dig makes me smile broadly.
It looks like everyone had a good time, this is awesome! As we have been announcing and
discussing this year, I have managed to put together another club dig opportunity for Austin
Bonsai Society members. Details are to be provided in the upcoming March meeting and sent out
before hand to allow everyone the opportunity to make a decision before 3/15. Camping with
camp fires is permitted and we will indeed have access to the camp house (with toilet) on the
ranch.
Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any specific questions. Unfortunately, I will
not be able to attend our monthly meeting due to a last minute work trip to Atlanta.
Have a fun March and looking forward to our tree adventures.
Cheers,
Brandon
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February Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2018
Notes for General Meeting - February 14, 2018
Meeting started at 7:37


New members were acknowledged



Gloria spoke on needing more members to sign up for refreshments and tree displays for
the monthly meetings



Contact Simon with any potential new members



Advantages of being a ABS member:
 join club digs
 20% merchandise at the Zilker Botanical Store



Daniel Lara spoke about his Texas ebony, that was gifted to him by his father



Shout out to Quac and Joey for refreshments in February



Alisan spoke about the council meeting for Zilker:
 no Spring Garden Festival this year
 the council plans to hold weekly activities
 go to the Zilker Botanical Garden website for more information



Joey spoke about the ABS dig in South Texas
 talked about places to camp or a hotel that was close by
 dress appropriately
 South Texas has lots of needles!



The March dig in Burton, TX will have more information about it at a later date



The Shohin Society of Texas meeting will be held February 17, 2018 at 10:00 am.



TTSBE volunteer day at Terry and Sheila’s will be Sunday, February 18, 2018 from 10:00
am to 3:00 pm.



Mike Garza spoke about the LSBF board meeting and gave details about convention



Chuck Ware began his presentation on the nuances of collecting yamadori at 8:01 pm
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March Bonsai
By John Miller
After a long time, all things human has to come to an end. I do not know just when I
will write the last issue of these monthly articles. That will depend primarily on the health of
my wife and I. If medical issues force me to a change of address that could be instantaneous &
without any forewarning.
I would like all members to think about writing the article and to talk with their
editors. It would be better if the article in your newsletter was written by someone with a
knowledge of your local conditions and timing. It’s really not that difficult.
Regardless of where you live in Texas, there are probably three things calling for your
immediate attention. Repotting is still being needed; new growth is running rampant and
needs to be controlled; and you must keep any tree to be exhibited at the spring shows well
groomed. Throw on top of that an aphid invasion or some scale and you should be plenty
busy.
After growth starts some species can take a couple degrees of frost but unless you
know what your particular tree can take you should keep it from freezing. Also, newly
growing roots are more tender. In this area you should keep the new foliage out of the strong
winds however they should have some breeze to help harden the new foliage and to help
prevent insects and fungal diseases.
By this time most of you have finished repotting the early breaking species. Late
starting species like the yaupons and most oaks might still be candidates for repotting this
year.

New Members
Brandon Steigerwald
Read Bixby
Roland Lopez and Krystal
Wilford
Adrian Camarillo and
family
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In order to develop the ramification and fine twigs you want you must be pruning the
new growth as its develops. Waiting until the shoots are three or four inches or longer results
in coarse twigs with long internodes. These will have to be cut off and new ones developed if
you are to have a good bonsai.
Essentially there are two kinds of growing habits, those with leaves growing
alternately on the twigs, e.g. elms, oak, and hawthorn, and those with opposite growing
leaves, e.g. maple.
The alternate growing leaves start out with small leaves and each succeeding leaf will
be larger and the internodes longer. Also each leaf will have a latent bud in each leaf axial. If
you let the shoot grow to 4 or 5 new leaves and cut it back to 2 or 3, you will be keeping
smaller leaves and also getting twice as many growing tips on each branch and each will be a
finer twig. Keep this up and you will soon have nice development on the branches of your
bonsai. In determining whether to cut to two or three, note the direction that you wish the
end of the branch to take and cut to the leaf which has the bud on that side of the
branch. Note: If last years twig has been let grow long it should be cut back to the first 2-3
buds and start over.
Tweezers are almost a necessity in refinement working on maples. The opposite
growing leaves clasp the new growing tip and will be extending from the old bud but on a
lengthening stem. If the new tip is taken off as soon as the leaves separate, the result is that
the leaves will be smaller and the stem will stop lengthening. Then two new tips will pop
from the new leaf axials and you will repeat the tip plucking. Tweezers work much better for
this job. I will sometimes separate the new pair of leaves from the new tip with tweezers but
be careful not to bruise them.
As the weather warms up the insects will surely make their appearance. Use the foliar
spray (1 tablespoon each of fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses, and 5% apple cider vinegar
per gallon of water, as often as necessary to control aphid, mites, caterpillars, etc. Spring
usually means wet weather so weather for fungal problems such as blackspot. I usually only
get it on hollies and elms. You can use a 1% solution of hydrogen peroxide or baking soda
spray for fungal problems. Do not mix baking soda with the foliar spray or any acid.
Fertilizing is necessary once the trees start to grow. Too many trees exhibited do not
have a good dark green foliage. Since we are using soilless mixes for the most part, a different
technique is required than used for most potted plants. Water soluble chemical fertilizers
should be used at half strength and more often since they will wash out with the next
watering. The same is more or less true with liquid organic fertilizers. The best technique is
to use solid organic fertilizers. Fertilizer cakes on the surface is the best way. They break
down slowly and a small amount is carried into the root zone each time you water. Pelletized
organic material can be spread on the surface also but they tend to crumble and create an
undesirable surface. Be sure that the material you use has a balanced formula and not high in
nitrogen.
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Recruiting Authors
With a nod of respect to John Miller, who has been diligently writing monthly columns for
our newsletter, we would also like to take this time to invite interested members with knowledge
and experiences of local Austin conditions to write articles for beginners and potential aspirants
keen on raising bonsai. The Bonsai Notebook is looking for a new voice to author a column
providing helpful reminders and tips dedicated to caring for bonsai. Be it a monthly routine or
winter procedures, we’d like to welcome new perspectives and experiences to be shared in this
newsletter. If interested, please contact either Simon Tse at tse_simon@hotmail.com.
A warm thank you to John Miller for writing the latest columns. Even I, as the editor, may
have taken these last months for granted and have been reminded that life is a charming
companion that deserves to be appreciated every day. Thank you for your helpful words!
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About Us
Austin Bonsai
Society
P.O. Box 340474
Austin, TX 78734

The Austin Bonsai Society is a nonprofit organization which exists
to help in providing guidance and education for individuals in their
desire to learn and expand their knowledge and skill in the arts of
bonsai.
The Society holds regular meetings, twelve months a year, on the
second Wednesday of each month. Our social period begins at 7:00
pm, followed by our program at 7:30 pm. Normally, unless announced otherwise, these meetings are held in the Zilker Garden
Center building, located on Barton Springs Road in Zilker Park,
Austin, Texas. We offer a monthly program of interest to the general membership.
The cost of membership is presently only $30.00 for an individual
and $35.00 for a family membership. For additional information,
contact the Austin Bonsai Society at P.O. Box 340474, Austin, TX
78734.

