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Hi to all 
For those that attended Louisville BCI/ABS convention great to catch up and for 
those that didn’t attend what an event you missed, fantastic and well done to the 
organising team. 
BCI directors meeting and the election of new board members will be revealed in the 
magazine but after seven years in the role of BCI Ambassadors newsletter editor I am 
stepping aside and the full story is later in this newsletter. 
 
Winter in my part of the world and the bonsai are sleeping but I am readying for the 
spring spurt of growth, certainly turned on the great weather in USA and we had a 
short trip to San Francisco and Yosemite which was fantastic 
 
 
 
 
Ian Glew – BCI Ambassadors Newsletter Editor: iglew@b022.aone.net.au 

   Editors Message 

Directors 
Massimo Bandera 
Email: mb@massimobandera.it  
Chai Bao Cheng 
Email: chaibaocheng@126.com  
Les Dowdell 
Email: hokkoku@telusplanet.net 
Tom Elias 
Email: tselias@msn.com 
Frieda Joris 
Email: friebonsai@hotmail.com 
Min Hsuan Lo 
Email:bonsailo@mail2000.com.tw 
Frank J Mihalic 
Email: dagwood@ncweb.com 
Chaira Padrini 
Email: chiara@padrini.it  
Nikunj Parekh 
Email: nikunjyo@gmail.com 
Guillermo Castanõ Ramirez 
Email: castanoo@prodigy.net.mx 
Helen Su 
Email: hweiying.cheng@gmail.com 
Ng Ing Suan 
Email: isng18@yahoo.com   
Budi Sulistyo 
Email: budisulistyo@yahoo.com  
Wang Xuan Min 
Email: wxmart2010@126.com 
 
BCI Web site 
http://www.bonsai-bci.com 
 

BCI Diplomatic Mailbag - The Ambassador’s newsletter: 
Communicating with BCI members around the World 

Officers and Board of BCI 

Robert (Rob) Kempinski – President. 
Email: rkempinski@cfl.rr.com 
 
Glenis Bebb – Executive Director 
 E-mail: glen@bonsainursery.com.au 
 
Ian Glew – 1st Vice President 
Email: iglew@b022.aone.net.au  
 
Paul Gilbert – 2nd Vice President 
Email: Paullynpaul@msn.com 
 
Joan Greenway– Corresponding 
Secretary 
E-mail: joan.greenway@gmail.com 
 
Pauline Muth–Recording Secretary 
Email:  mysecretbonsai@bellsouth.net 
 
David Radlinski - Treasurer 
E-mail: dgradski@zoomtown.com  
 
I. Chi Su –Immediate Past President 
E-mail: ic.su@msa.hinet.net 
 
 
BCI BUSINESS MANAGER 
Terry Kempinski 
E-mail: BCI.manager@yahoo.com 
 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Joe Grande 
E-mail: BCIeditor@grandesign.net  
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Changing of the guard  
 
As I said in the introduction of the newsletter, after seven years of being the Ambassadors 
newsletter editor I am handing the baton to a new and energetic volunteer – Frank 
Mihalic  
 

                                                                                  
(Ian Glew)          (Frank Mihalic) 
 
 
Frank has been a director for many years on the BCI team and has taken up the role of 
ambassador’s newsletter editor with great enthusiasm and after seven years in the role I 
need a break, enjoyed every minute of that time and certainly enjoyed communicating 
and meeting many of the ambassadors across the world. 
 
I am sure Frank will bring some new and fresh ideas to the role and I wish him luck in 
what I found a very rewarding role. 
 
Again thanks to all the club ambassadors around the world for your help and assistance 
over the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introducing 
Frank 

Thanks 
Ian 
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New Web master  
 
For as long as I can remember Jim Brant has been the master of the BCI web and I would 
certainly like to thank him for all the fabulous work that has been done over the years and 
at our recent convention in Louisville he was awarded the BCI meritorious service award 
for his outstanding commitment. 
 
Jim after many years has stepped down from this role and Ian Glew (me) will take over 
with some trepidation and help I am sure from Jim. 
 
Jim – thanks for all your dedicated work and the artistic ability will be missed 
 
 
 
 
 

BCI Changes 
As advised in the previous newsletter we have had a number of changes within BCI but 
these two are important functional changes and I would ask all ambassadors to be aware 
of these.  

MANAGING EDITOR: 

Joe Grande 
Box 85, Group 20 RR2, Ste. Anne, MB  

Canada R5H 1R2 
Phone: 204-774-1960/ 
Mobile: 204-781-3511 

E-mail: BCIeditor@grandesign.net 

BCI BUSINESS MANAGER: 
 

Terry Kempinski 
P.O. Box 411893 

Melbourne, FL 32941-1893 
Phone/Fax: 321-259-0832 

email: BCI.manager@yahoo.com  
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Bonsai in the Rockie’s June 2012 
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BCI Value packed Grand Tour of Japan November 2011 

 

 
 

 
 

After the success of our China tour BCI is offering a Japan tour 
 
If you always wanted to go to Japan to see their bonsai but didn't know when or how, here is a 
chance to scratch that off your bucket list.   Next November there happens to be two major 
bonsai shows in Japan by a week.  For the first time ever the Asia Pacific Convention (ASPAC) will 
be in Japan in Takamatsu on November 18, and the following weekend will be the annual 
Taikanten exhibition in Kyoto.   
 
Both shows will feature hundreds of incredible bonsai and Suiseki.  This is a rare one time event 
that BCI will offer its members a chance to participate in.  BCI Present Rob Kempinski says "Our 
China trip was such a great success, we decided to offer another tour next year to take 
advantage of what many are calling the “perfect storm” of bonsai shows." 
 
  The BCI tour will be value packed and will feature visits to the shows, bonsai garden tours, 
including Takasago‐En, Mr. Diazo Iwassaki’s fabulous private garden, hotel, transportation, 
some meals, tour of Kyoto and much more including optional tours such as a day trip to 
Tokonoma, the Japanese pot making centre, for those that want a really full schedule, or 
free time for those that want to do some sightseeing on their own. The Takamatsu planning 
committee has been working in over time to put on the best ASPAC show ever.  This is sure 
an event you'll want to join.   
 
 
 
 
 

info@japanjourneys.co.uk for more information 
 

www.japanjourneys.co.uk 
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AABC Convention 2012 
 

 
 
 

     
 

For more details on this fabulous event and registration details the web site is below 
www.bonsainorthwest.com.au  
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Closing and next Issue 

It is always a strange moment when you are moving on from something you have done  
for a number of years , moving house and new job or changing roles in any endeavour 
there is always a mixture of sadness and excitement for what the future brings. 
 
I have certainly enjoyed my time in the role of ambassador’s newsletter editor and wish 
Frank all the best in his new role. 
 
As a parting piece of trivia – Where do you find the tallest trees in the world? 
 
From what I have discovered, certainly it is a subject packed with emotion and 
controversy?  
Listed below from Wikipedia are the ten tallest trees and this quote is very accurate. “The 
heights of the tallest trees in the world have been the subject of considerable dispute and 
much exaggeration”. - Reference http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree  

1. Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens): 115.56 m (379.1 ft), Redwood National 
Park, California, United States[12]  

2. Australian Mountain-ash (Eucalyptus regnans): 99.6 m (327 ft), south of Hobart, 
Tasmania, Australia[13]  

3. Coast Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii): 99.4 m (326 ft), Brummit Creek, 
Coos County, Oregon, United States[14]  

4. Philippine rosewood (Petersianthus quadrialatus): 96.9 m (318 ft), Agusan del 
Sur, Mindanao, Philippines[15] [16]  

5. Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis): 96.7 m (317 ft), Prairie Creek Redwoods State 
Park, California, United States[17]  

6. Giant Sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum): 94.9 m (311 ft), Redwood Mountain 
Grove, Kings Canyon National Park, California, United States[15]  

7. Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus): 90.7 m (298 ft), Tasmania, 
Australia[18]  

8. Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis): 89 m (292 ft), Evercreech Forest Reserve, 
Tasmania, Australia[18]  

9. Shorea faguetiana: 88.3 m (290 ft) Tawau Hills National Park, in Sabah on the 
island of Borneo[19]  

10. Alpine Ash (Eucalyptus delegatensis): 87.9 m (288 ft), Tasmania, Australia[18]  

I went recently to Western Australia and spent some time touring around – photographed 
what I was told was the tallest in the world but they are not on the list, expressions like 
“some of the tallest trees in the world” were used giving the impression of a record. 
 
Walpole in WA ids the place I went to and for more info 
http://www.rainbowcoast.com.au/areas/walpole/walpole.htm the trees are Karri and Giant 
Tingle – tree top walk is amazing – some photos below. 
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Maybe not the “TALLEST” in the world but non the less impressive 
 
 

          
Looks like something out of 
 Lord of the rings 
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