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 To participate or request details, please contact Simon immediately 
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President’s Message 
By Eric B. 
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************************************************************************ 
************************************************************************ 
The January 2026 Meeting has been moved to Wednesday the 21st, at the normal time. 
************************************************************************ 
************************************************************************ 

 
 Happy New Year to all of my friends at the Austin Bonsai Society! Welcome to 2026, where we will 
proudly continue our club’s mission to promote interest in and knowledge of the art of bonsai, and provide a 
forum for all who want to learn the art.  
 
 I hope all of your trees are weathering the cold well. I mean, just the other night it got down to almost 
60! Brrrr!!! I have a few elms that still have green leaves on them at the time of this writing. One of my crepe 
myrtles is putting on new growth. Does anybody have a very, very large, portable outdoor refrigerator I could 
borrow?  
 
 Cold or lack thereof won't stop us from having our next meeting on January 21, 2026. At this meeting 
we are once again lucky to have Joey McCoy with a timely presentation on Yamadori Collection. It’s certainly 
that time of the year, and a yamadori collecting trip will likely happen in early February, so be sure to attend 
this meeting for some good tips, pointers, and “insider knowledge” on how to collect trees and keep them 
alive. 
 
 Speaking of the great educational program we’re having in January, we got the Austin Area Garden 
Council Education Report for FY 2025, and ABS provided the second most educational programs of all the clubs 
in AAGC! These are educational activities provided by AAGC member clubs, open to the public, that take place 
at Zilker Botanical Garden. We had 12 educational programs, while Austin Organic Gardeners had 14. That’s 
out of 21 clubs, y’all! With our new Day of Bonsai event in late February, we might be able to take first this 
year. There’s no prize or anything, but it’s still cool because it’s more teaching and learning about bonsai. 
 
 We’re planning more great programming for the rest of the year, with visits from artists, BYOT nights 
where we all work on our trees together, our show in May, workshops, and more!  
 
 A little club business: in order to provide all of the educational activities that we do, it helps to have 
your membership dues paid by the end of February. We have to report our enrolled membership to ZBGC on 
March 1, so please try to get your dues paid by then so we can have an accurate count. You can pay at the 
meetings, or online at the ABS website. 
 
 Some additional club business: our quarterly Volunteer Report is due in late January, so please think 
about what hours you might have put in, in support of ABS activities.  I will ask again at the January meeting 
and pass around a form. 
 
Thanks for reading, and see you at the next meeting! 
Eric 



 

 

Vice President’s Message 
By Sachin A. 

 Happy New Year, Austin Bonsai Society members! I hope everyone enjoyed a restful holiday 

season and is looking forward to an exciting year ahead with ABS. 

 

 We are kicking off January with a meeting focused on yamadori material, a topic that always 

generates great discussion and inspiration. I’m excited to announce that local expert Joseph McCoy will 

be joining us as our guest artist. Joey brings extensive experience working with collected material and 

will share practical insights on selecting yamadori, initial styling, and long-term development—valuable 

knowledge for both beginners and experienced bonsai practitioners. 

 

 Our January meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 21st, at Zilker Botanical Garden, 

starting at 6:30 PM. This is a great opportunity to learn, ask questions, and connect with fellow bonsai 

enthusiasts. 

 

 I look forward to seeing everyone there and starting the new year with great bonsai and strong 

community participation. 

 

Warm regards, 

Sachin Attavar 
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Reminder for club membership and advertisement 

  
2026 membership fee 
                Individual     $35.00 
                Family      $40.00 
                Newsletter monthly advertisements:  $35.00 
                Directory advertisement:   $11.00 
 
You may contact payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com for convenient  
electronic payment options (processing fee will be added). 
 
Gift certificate for memberships is also available, please send inquiry to   
payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com 

mailto:payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com?subject=ABS%20payment%20inquiry
mailto:payments.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com?subject=ABS%20payment%20inquiry


 

 

Get Connected! 

Join our online 

discussion  

 

Official Website 

Visit our website at 

austinbonsaisociety.com 

 

Facebook 

Like our Facebook page 

AustinBonsaiSociety 

 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter 

@ATXBonsai 

 

 

Instagram 

Follow us on Instagram 

@austinbonsaisociety 
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Date: December 16, 2025 

 

Location: Virtual 

 

Meeting Attendees:  

 Eric (President) 

 Sachin (Vice President) 

 Simon (Secretary) 

 Jonathan (Treasurer) 

 Ross 

 Fred 

 

President: 

 Preparations are underway for the upcoming year’s events and activities, with 

particular attention given to artist engagement and program development.  

 Key highlights include the One Day in Bonsai initiative, which continues to foster 

community participation, and recognition of The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit 

(TTSBE) on the occasion of its 10th anniversary. 

 

Vice President: 

 Alignment of programs and artists, with contributions from the full board.. 
 
Secretary:  

 The meeting commenced at 7:35pm.  

 The latest report was approved as submitted, with no amendments necessary. 
 
Treasurer:  

• Deliberations placed significant focus on the One Day in Bonsai initiative,         
recognizing it as a central element of planning. 

• Membership renewals expected to remain steady. 

• Revenues and expenditures were reconciled, with all outstanding items closed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:09 pm 

ABS Board Meeting Minutes 

http://www.austinbonsaisociety.com
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 ABS Meeting 
Holiday Celebrations 
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 ABS Meeting 

Holiday Celebrations 
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 ABS Meeting 

Holiday Celebrations 
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A reader asked for an explanation of this sentence from a previous post:  

 

“With any tree, thick trunk or thin, follow the taper of the trunk and where the two lines of the sides meet, that’s roughly 

where your tree should end.“ 

 

I admit that wasn’t easy to follow. I often say something like that while teaching, in front of a tree, where it might make 

more sense. Hopefully the following images will explain this rough guideline. 

 

 

 

This elm is by Michael Roberts. It’s a great example of the utility of the guideline. If you take the taper of the lower trunk 

and follow that up, where the two lines meet is about where we should find the top of the bonsai.    

 

 

 

 

 

How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai 
by Michael Hagedorn (Permission to repost) 
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Another pretty clear example, a Red Maple by Anne Spencer.   

 

How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai 
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How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai 

 

Here’s a multiple trunked Japanese Maple. With any of the trunks here, the lines from the lower trunk taper should still 
meet at the canopy periphery. Note that nebari flare is ignored in this guideline.  
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How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lines of this Satsuki intersect lower than the current crown, so this tree would benefit by being a few inches shorter. 
Which the last few snips should do.  
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How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s end with a couple trees where this guideline is nonsensical. The number of reverse tapers on this tree can make you 

dizzy, and yet it won a Prime Minister’s Award for my teacher Mr. Suzuki. The lines from the lower trunk widen—the op-

posite of assumed bonsai design—and then contract again near the foliage.   
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How To Decide The Height Of A Bonsai 

Another tree where the guideline is silly, a tree with no taper whatsoever. It was topped off at 14” which was based more 
on the desire for compaction and available branches to frame the shari. An example of how a guideline can in real world 
situations be limited to the point of being useless. Though with other trees, particularly those that fit inside the traditional 
framework, this guideline can have modest utility.   
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 Reminder: 2023 CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEE AMOUNT INCREASE 

 

            Beginning in January 2023, ABS will charge an annual membership fee of 

$35 for an individual and $40/couple pursuant to the vote taken by the ABS 

Board on May 17, 2022, the discussion by attendees at the June 22 ABS meeting, 

the newsletter announcement dated June and July, 2022 and the regular meeting 

vote taken on July 13, 2022.  Fees for electronic payments will be added to those 

amounts.  

 

            Memberships are annual and need to be renewed each year by the end of 

February in order to receive a copy of the 2023 Directory. 

New/Renewed Members for 2026 

Simon & May  Jonathan Alisan & Lynn (honorary) Elaine (honorary) 

Hani & Jane T. John P.     
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Recruiting Authors 
  

 With a nod of respect to John Miller, who has been diligently writing monthly columns for 

our newsletter, we would also like to take this time to invite interested members with knowledge 

and experiences of local Austin conditions to write articles for beginners and potential aspirants 

keen on raising bonsai. The Bonsai Notebook is looking for a new voice to author a column 

providing helpful reminders and tips dedicated to caring for bonsai. Be it a monthly routine or 

winter procedures, we’d like to welcome new perspectives and experiences to be shared in this 

newsletter. If interested, please contact: webmaster.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com. 

 

 A warm thank you to John Miller for writing the latest columns. Even I, as the editor, may 

have taken these last months for granted and have been reminded that life is a charming 

companion that deserves to be appreciated every day. Thank you for your helpful words! 
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Advertisements 
  
  



 

 

The Austin Bonsai Society is a nonprofit organization which exists 

to help in providing guidance and education for individuals in their 

desire to learn and expand their knowledge and skill in the arts of 

bonsai. 

The Society holds regular meetings, twelve months a year, on the 

second Wednesday of each month. Our social period begins at 6:30 

pm, followed by our program at 7:00 pm. Normally, unless 

announced otherwise, these meetings are held in the Zilker Garden 

Center building, located on Barton Springs Road in Zilker Park, 

Austin, Texas. We offer a monthly program of interest to the 

general membership. 

For additional information, contact the Austin Bonsai Society at 

P.O. Box 340474, Austin, TX 78734 or                                              

Email: webmaster.austinbonsaisociety@gmail.com 

About Us 

Austin Bonsai 
Society 

P.O. Box 340474 
Austin, TX 78734 
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